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better  thon a two-acre man ?— Yes, he is more   substantial.   Generally speaking, he
is a more intelligent man than the man with a couple acres.	.
Beplying to Colonel Lane-Fox, witness admitted that there were considerable
difficulties " in conducting elections in constituencies which were very large. It was
difficult for a member to be in touch with 30,000 electors. He generally worked
through friends which he happened to have. The special representation from the
Universities to Provincial Councils was meant to represent education and learning
but the main purpose had not been followed.
Sir A, K Ghuznavi : Do you think indirect election through electoral colleges
would be a good substitute ?-— I could not express any opinion.	.
Question : Don't you think it would be feasible for a member to be in toucn
with, say, 1,600 electors rather than 30,000 ?— It would have many advantages but
I would* not give any opinion before acquainting myself with the full scheme.
Sir A. K. Ghuznavi asked if election expenses were not understated. — Witness
replied that he would have thought so, but pointed out that there was no evidence
to prove it. As regards corruption two election petitions had been successful.
Questioned by the Maharaja of Mymensingh if taxation in municipal areas was
uniform, Mr. Hopkyns replied that he had no knowledge of it,
Maharaja of Mymensingh wanted to know the definition of rural and urban areas.
Sir John Simon asked who it was that settled the distinction between rural
and urban areas.— Mr. Hopkyns replied that it had been settled by the local
Keforms Advisory Committee.
Sir John Simon : Could it be altered ?— Yes, the Government of India with
the sanction of the Secretary of State could change it.
Mr. Trayers enquired from the witness about the working of direct election and
the advisability of its retention.
Mr. Hopkyns replied that it was a matter of opinion. He did not know the
opinion of the Government of Bengal.
Witness agreed with Mr. Fazlul Huq that Moslem ladies, who observed stricter
purdah than Hindu ladies, would be more reluctant to go to polling booths and
as votes were practically equally divided between males and females in Bengal,
Moslems would lose considerably.
Mr. Fazlul Huq explained to fcSir John Simon that when he questioned witness
on this subject he had assumed the introduction of joint electorates with adult
franchise and asked witness if he could suggest any remedy to overcome this
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difficulty.
Mr. Hopkyns again declined to make any observation but Sir Hari Singh Gour
suggested, '"Change your customs/'
Mr. Fazul Huq : No. The only solution is the maintenance of separate
electorates. We cannot change our customs.
Examined by Mr. Kikabhai Premchand, Mr. Hopkyns affirmed that in Bengal
European commercial interests were larger than Indian.
Sir Hari Singh Gour read from the Bengal Government's memorandum which
stated that there were 37 members in the Council who, owing to personal quarrels,
were divided into three different parties but in the local bodies the communal bond
had proved effective. Sir Hari Singh pointe^ out that they had a large proportion
in those bodies although there -was no separate electorates.
Witness promised to supply a statement of figures to the Conference.
Sir H. Gour : So far as your province is concerned it seems that Ministers
and Executive Councillors become a happy family. That may partly be due to
the unpopularity of Ministers.— Witness : Yes, they become unpopular by giving
support to the Executive Councillors.
Question : Was there a compact between Ministers and Executive Councillors ?—
.No. That view is incorrect.
Sir Hari Singh next drew the attention of witness to the representation of the
depressed classes, labour and agricultural interests by nomination and asked if the
considered the practicability of devising elected represent-
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